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Social Capital and Tolerance toward Foreigners in Japan:
Analysis of JGSS-2008

Emi OOKA
School of Sociology
Kwansel Gakuin University

The goal of this paper is to explore how tolerance towards foreigners in Japan is associated with
two different forms of social capital, network variety in occupations and participation in voluntary
associations. Based on analyses of a national sample of 2,160 individuals from the JGSS-2008, the
results showed that network variety works differently for male and female. For male, associating with
a wider variety of white-collar occupations is associated with more tolerant attitudes. On the other
hand, with individual attitudes controlled, association with people of various working-class
occupations is positively associated with women’s tolerance. Participation in all kinds of voluntary
associations is not positively associated with tolerance. Only those who are involved in volunteer
associations and sports associations showed a more tolerant attitude. Though the most consistent and
strongest factor associated with tolerance is having any acquaintance with a foreign background, the
study shows that we should pay more attention to a varying network-mediated process affecting
tolerance.

Key Words: JGSS, tolerance, social capital
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