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Determinants of Volunteer Activities in Local Communities:
An Empirical Analysis Using JGSS-2006

Naoko OKUYAMA
Osaka School of International Public Policy
Osaka University

This paper examines what factors determine volunteer activities, especially focusing on local
community-related activities. Previous empirical research has elucidated a variety of factors and
motives of participating in volunteer activities. However, it is still a question whether such factors
and motives can be the ones affecting the decision of committing to local volunteer activities of
which participants can be also beneficiaries. Using a new micro data of the JGSS-2006, an
econometric analysis reveals that depth of individual networking with local communities and
composition of household increase the probability of participating in local volunteer activities.
On the other hand, it shows that the attachment to local communities and economic and time
constraints do not have explanatory power on the decision to volunteer. Also, the result suggests
that the level of public services provided by government and people’s views on public services

affect their decision to volunteer.

Key Words: JGSS, volunteer activities, local communities
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