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The Structure of Foreign Consciousness of Japanese:
A Latent Class Analysis of Social Distances Using JGSS-2017G/2018G

Jeongwoon Kim
JGSS Research Center, Osaka University of Commerce

Previous studies on Japanese foreign consciousness have shown that Japanese tend to show
favorable and tolerant attitudes toward Westerners, while they tend to show xenophobia and an
exclusive attitude toward Asians. However, some Japanese should have different foreign
consciousness, such as those who are tolerant of both Westerners and Asians. In this paper, using
the JGSS-2017G/2018G integrated data, | conducted a latent class analysis using the social
distance to foreigners. As a result of the analysis, Japanese foreign consciousness were divided
into five patterns: total tolerance type, Westerner exclusive type, Chinese and Korean exclusive
type, Asian exclusive type, and total exclusive type. The total tolerance type who were tolerant of
all foreigners accounted for half of the total, whereas there were few Westerner exclusive type. It
was also shown that the patterns of foreign consciousnes differ depending on social attributes
and experience of contact with foreign countries and foreigners.

Key words: foreign consciousness, xenophobia, foreign acquaintances, experience of foreign visit
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rh At Y 77 P A A Y
B Exp(B) B Exp(B) B Exp(B)
L (ref. BAE) -.358 * .699 -.316 .729 -.044 .957
40~597% -.052 .949 .004 1.004 -.137 .872
60~895% % (ref.20~395%) -.605 * .546 -.072 .930 255 1.290
S (ref, AT -.044 .957 -.576* 562 -.596 ** .551
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] -.031 .970 -.026 .974 .039 1.040
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Z DS E -.070 .933 -.553 .575 -.041 .960
gk -.723 % -.993 * -.233
—2LL 4055.4

MAN=1220. T:<1, *:<.05, *:<.01, **:<.001
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