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Factors Related to Civic Engagement among Middle-aged and Older Japanese:
Examination of Gender and Generation Differences in JGSS-2012 Data

Keiko KATAGIRI
Institute for Social Gerontology, Nipponkoa Welfare foundation

As Japan is the fastest aging society in the world, supporting its elderly population poses a
serious social challenge. Recently, civic engagement has attracted attention as an effective way to
overcome this challenge, both for the elderly and for society. It helps increase the health of the
elderly and allows society to utilize its potential as a valuable human resource. This study aims to
investigate factors related to civic engagement among Japanese using JGSS-2012 data. We use 1256
subsamples for subjects aged 45 to 74 years.

The dependent variable considers whether the respondent was engaged in volunteer or political
activity in the past year. Independent variables were demographic variables, neighborhood
characteristics, financial anxiety, the efficacy toward life, and motivation toward social contribution.

The result of the logistic regression showed that motivation toward social contribution was the
only significant variable for gender and across generations. Highly motivated people were more
likely to undertake civic engagement. Further research is necessary to examine how this orientation
may be cultivated and various activities that could be included in promoting civic engagement among

the Japanese.
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