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What Japanese People Think and Do after the Great East Japan Earthquake, Tsunami, and the Fukushima
Nuclear Accident: A Preliminary Investigation by JGSS-2012 Second Pretest

Yuki SHIBATA Noriko IWAI
JGSS Research Center Faculty of Business Administration
Osaka University of Commerce Osaka University of Commerce

The purpose of this paper is to demonstrate some results of the JGSS-2012 second pretest
conducted by JGSS in October 2011 to understand the influence of the Great East Japan Earthquake
and the Fukushima Nuclear accident occurred in March 2011 on Japanese society. In the survey, 162
respondents aged 20-69 years old completed self-administered questionnaires which included 48
related items. For 27 items JGSS asked in the past, we show results from the JGSS-2008 and
JGSS-2010 to compare results before and after the earthquake and accident. Results reveal that, after
7 months from the disaster, the majority of respondents have anxiety for food contamination by
radioactive substances, suggesting that the accident influenced respondents’ attitudes toward nuclear
power plant. Also, most respondents criticize the Japanese government’s managements for recovery
from the earthquake, and respondents tend to prefer the government under a new political framework
by party realignment. Furthermore, results show that the majority of respondents engaged in support
activities for suffered areas and agrees with tax increase for the reconstruction, suggesting that the
earthquake increased a sense of mutual support.

Key Words: JGSS, Great East Japan Earthquake, accident at Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant
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