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Regional Differencesin Response Rate in a Social Survey:
Analysis of Survey Completion Data of the JGSS Cumulative Data 2000-2006
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This study analyzed data on survey completion of the JGSS Cumulative Data 2000-2006 to
reveal regiona differences in response rate in a social survey. The result indicated that despite a
negative correlation between the degree of urbanization and response rate, the least urbanized regions
do not necessarily exhibit the highest response rate. We also confirmed that the suburbs of a city have
higher response rate than city center. Income level was considered as another determinant of response
rate by the analysis of areatypology at the neighborhood level. Although the decrease of response rate
from 2002 to 2003 was seen in most areas, the increase from 2005 to 2006 was mostly concentrated in
urbanized areas. Further research by taking into consideration the characteristics of poll takers or
house type of the surveyed peopleisrequired.

Key Words. JGSS, response rate, regional differences
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