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The Relationship between the Change of Employment Status and Acquisition of the Vocational
Qualification: Analyzing the Data of JGSS-2009 Life Course Study

Kenji AGATA
Faculty of Social Studies
Doshisha University

In recent years the increase of the non-regular workers in the young people is becoming a social
problem. By this research, I assign a focus to the non-regular workers and examine the influence that the
acquisition of the vocational qualification gives the change of the employment status. The results are as
follows: (1) The qualification restrains continuation of the non-regular work and promotes continuation of
the regular work. This is remarkable with male people and with those who have lower educational
backgrounds. (2) Acquiring the qualification after getting a job is more effective to continue the regular
work than acquiring the qualification before leaving the school. (3) Acquiring the qualification by
requirement of the workplace is more effective to continue the regular work than acquiring the
qualification by requirement of the school activities. (4) The education-related qualification promotes
continuation of the non-regular work, the qualification related to the manual labor promotes continuation
of the regular work, and the accounting or office work-related qualification promotes the transition to the

non-regular work from the regular work.

Key Words: JGSS, work histories, gender
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