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Effects of Trust on Social Cohesion in a Multicultural Society:
Analysis of JGSS-2008

Kikuko NAGAY OSHI
Osaka University, Graduate School of Human Sciences
/ Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

The aim of this study is to examine effects of trust on social cohesion with focusing on their
differences according to regional conditions. Previous studies have found that trust strengthens social
cohesion. However, it is pointed out that what kind of social cohesion trust strengthens differs
according to types of trust; trust can intensify exclusive cohesion as well as inclusive cohesion. This
study analyzes how regional conditions, i.e. size of foreign populations, economic conditions of
regions, and size of production-age population, affect forms of social cohesion trust intensifies. As a
result of the analysis of JGSS-2008 it is found that trust intensifies feeling of belongingness
regardless of regional conditions. Moreover, it intensifies prejudice against cultural others when size
of production-age population in aregion is large. On the other hand, it weakens prejudice when the
size is small. This implies that the types of trust differ according to level of (perceived) competitions
over scarce resource between native populations and immigrants.

Key Words: JGSS, trust, social cohesion
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