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Social Tolerance for the Use of Physical Punishment by Parents:
An Analysis of Attitude toward Physical Punishment using JGSS-2008

Hachiro Iwai
Graduate School of Education
Kyoto University

Public opinion generally tends to tolerate the use of physical punishment by parents in Japan,
although the Fundamental Law of School Education prohibits it in schools. Many people think that
hitting a child as a way of parenting is unavoidable in some cases. According to JGSS-2008 data,
more than 60% of respondents approve the use of physical punishment by parents. This paper
explores the factors of approving the use of physical punishment among Japanese adults. The results
of analysis show that gender and the experience of being a subject of violence in childhood are strongly
related to the attitude toward approving physical punishment. Young people who suffered violence in
childhood are likely to support the use of physical punishment by parents. In addition, women whose
father was perceived to ignore her in childhood are likely to support the physical punishment. The
results suggest that physical punishment possesses ritualistic elements among Japanese by

symbolizing intimate relationships.
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