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The Characteristics of English Users and English Proficiency of Japanese People:
From the Data of JGSS-2002 and JGSS-2006

Kaoru KOISO
Faculty of Business Administration

Osaka University of Commerce

Based on the data of JGSS-2002 and JGSS-2006, this study examines the characteristics of
English users in Japan and the change of English proficiency of Japanese people. The results
show the followings: from the data of JGSS-2002 those who have higher education, higher
household income, higher professionalism, and one other factor, unmarried, have higher likelihood
of using English, while from the data of JGSS-2006, younger generation with higher education
have higher likelihood of using English. The comparison of both data indicates that English
proficiency of Japanese people has improved partly because of more exposure to English in their
daily lives or on business, while the number of people who have good command of English has not
increased. We also find there is a sign that English proficiency is affected by economic conditions
in their childhood.

Key Words: JGSS, English users, English proficiency
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