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Difference in Information Technology Use and Its Social Effects in Early 2000:
Utilizing JGSS Data

Toshiyuki SHIRAKAWA
Graduate School of Sociology
Doshisha University

This paper examines the change of the socioeconomic difference in the use of the information
technology (digital divide) through the analysis of JGSS-2000 and JGSS-2006. The result shows
that PC use rate is related to age, education and income level of household in 2000. These trends do
not vary in 2006. On the other hand, mobile phone use rate is independent of income level of
household in 2006 and related to age and education. I also investigate the change of effects of
information technology use on organizational participation and political knowledge. Analysis
shows that effects of mobile telephone use on the two variables above become remarkable in 2006.
Internet use explains these relations only partially. I find that digital divide doesn't decrease and
social context of information technology use changes in early 2000s, the era of information

expansion.

Key Words: JGSS, digital divide, social capital
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