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A Note on Data-Linkage Between a Micro-Dataset of a Social Survey and Geodemographics:
An Application to Examining Geographical Variations in Self-Rated Health at a Small Areal Level
Using the JGSS Cumulative Data 2000-2003

Tomoki NAKAYA Tomoya HANIBUCHI
College of Letters JGSS Research Center
Ritsumeikan University Osaka University of Commerce

The aim of this paper is to assess the usefulness of data linkage between geodemographics and
a JGSS micro dataset for a micro-data analysis of geographical contextualities. Refering address
information of JGSS, each sampling area was assigned to one of areal residential categories
classified by Mosaic Japan (ACTONWINS Co. Ltd.), which is a Japanese geodemographic system
covering entire Japan at a small areal level (cho-cho or aza unit-level) and is developed for a
consumer segmentation analysis. About 90% of the sampling areas in JGSS Cumulative Data
2000-2003 matched with Mosaic Japan categories. Using the JGSS micro dataset with areal
categories, we revealed significant areal variations in ratios of worse self-rated health at a small
areal level. It indicates that areal socio-economic status and different dimensions of social capital
indicators affect health status of residents even after controlling individual income and age factors.
For a wider usage of micro datasets with areal category information, it is vital to store regularised

address information of sampling points and to develop non-commercial/academic geodemographics.

Key Words: JGSS, micro data, geodemographics
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