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The Effect of Parent’s Social Economic Resource on marriage: Examination of Relative Income Hypothesis
Analysis of Japanese General Social Surveys (JGSS-2012)

Taiki HIRAI
Kobe Gakuin University

This paper aims to examine Relative Income Hypothesis from the perspective of analysis on the effect of parent’s
social economic resource on marriage.

Recently, a great deal of research has been conducted on marriage in lower fertility rate. Many researchers have
noted social economic resources is major factor on marriage. However, it remains unclear whether parent’s resources
are positive factor on marriage.

Using the Japanese General Social Surveys (JGSS-2012), it was investigated how social economic resources
influence the marriage by event history analysis. Firstly, we found that father’s education and occupation influence
marriage. Secondly, the odds of marriage for men is lower when father’s occupation is professional expert, officer.
Thirdly, the odds of marriage for women is higher when father’s education is university and occupation is managerial
position. In other words, parent’s high living standard is a positive effect on marriage for women.

In conclusion, the relative income hypothesis was partly supported for men and was not supported for women.
Key Words: Social Economic Resource, Relative Income Hypothesis, Event History Analysis
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