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Questionnaire Design Issues for the Education:
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Educational attainment is a standard demographic variable commonly used in social surveys. These data are
often collected for respondents and for their spouses and parents. Obtaining accurate information on educational
background is key for ensuring the quality of the collected data. Since the JGSS covers a wide range of ages
(20-89), it distinguishes the previous Japanese system of education (before World War 1) and its successor (after
World War 11). Recently, an increasing number of students wish to continue on to vocational colleges. This article
demonstrates how survey questionnaire design can be improved in light of the early experience in the JGSS-2015.
In the JGSS-2015, some respondents confused vocational colleges with colleges of technology (Kosen). To detect
and correct inaccurate educational records, we used information about respondents' age, entrance/graduation year,
and school subjects. In this article, we will show the frequency of educational attainment before and after our data
cleansing and compare current and modified survey frequencies with those of other national surveys such as the
Employment Status Survey and the Comprehensive Survey of Living Conditions. Finally, we report how these

problems have been handled in the JGSS-2016.
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