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Change and Diversity in Life Course Post “Lost Decade”:
Descriptive Analysis using JGSS-2009/2013 Life Course Panel Survey Data

Heiwa DATE Hachiro IWAI Takayuki SASAKI
Japan Society for Promotion of Kyoto University Osaka University of Commerce
Science (Kyoto University)
Kuniaki SHISHIDO Noriko IWAI
Osaka University of Commerce Osaka University of Commerce

On the background of drastic social change of Japanese society from 2009 to 2013, this article reveals
the change and diversity of the Japanese life course. The data was taken from JGSS-2009/2013 Life Course
Survey. We analyzed 11 items from this data: 1) Work arrangement, 2) Career patterns, 3) Job change
behavior, 4) Marital status, 5) Political support, 6) Consumer confidence and saving behavior, 7) Consumer
durables and assets, 8) Skills respondent wants to earn, 9) Desirable image of Japanese society, 10) Relative
household income, 11) Happiness. We focused on not only the difference of distribution between two
surveys but also the change within individuals. Therefore, at first, we found that there are little differences
between distributions, but there are differences within individuals. Second, there are diversity of job career
form the analyses divided by three birth cohort. These results suggest that this data reflect the circumstances
of two times in which these surveys was conducted and the possibility that we can describe the change of
diversity of life course using panel data.
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