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Does Three-Generation Household Promote Women’s Labor Force Participation and Childbirth?:
Causal Inference using JGSS-2009LCS

Takayuki SASAKI
JGSS Research Center, Osaka University of Commerce

The promotion of Three-generation households has recently been implemented as one of the
countermeasures against low fertility in Japan. Although this policy has been derived from the
assumption that three-generation households would reduce child care burden and facilitate childbirth,
this assumption has no robust empirical support. The present study used JGSS-2009 Life Course
Study data and examined causal effects of three-generation households by taking into account
endogeneity. The results showed that coresidence with husband’s parent(s) at the birth of couple’s
first child possibly promotes the wife’s full-time employment, but does not promote the number of
childbirth for the couple. The present study did not provide empirical evidence to promote three-
generation households as a measure for declining birthrate. Given that not all couples are able to live
with their parents, more careful investigation is necessary, including the improvement of the

environment where parenting is feasible without relying on relatives.

Key Words: JGSS, Three-Generation Household, Propensity Score Analysis
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